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MCMICHAELS HONORED WITH 70 YEAR PIN BY VFW
On aug. 11, mattoon VFW post 4325 honored Charter member George mcmichaels in observing 70 years of 
his membership in the mattoon VFW. He previously served post 4325 in the office of trustee and as a member 
of the Honor Guard. He is a World War II veteran and served in the army in Italy and north africa. pictured, 
presenting him with his 70-year pin, are, from left, Commander Wayne Cox, George mcmichaels, trustee 
“doc” duFrain, tuny Cox, and trustee bill thornton.
 CHARLESTON — Kelly 
Lockhart, director of the Coles 
County Regional Planning & 
Development Commission, 
recently updated the Charles-




D e ve l o p m e n t 
C o m m i s s i o n 
was formed 
in 1967 by the 
Coles County 
Board to pro-
vide an array of 
services to local governments. 
The main goal of CCRP&DC is 
to provide the best professional 
service at a reasonable cost.
The commission’s staff con-
sists of professionally trained 
and experienced individuals 
who serve the “part-time” 
elected officials. Services pro-
vided by CCRP&DC include 
planning, zoning, Motor Fuel 
Tax services, census and busi-
ness data, subdivision assis-
tance, regional map repository, 
economic and community de-
velopment, map preparation/
graphics, GIS services, ordi-
nance preparation/codifica-
tion, historic preservation, 
grant preparation/administra-
tion and community adminis-
tration and financial manage-
ment.
The CCRP&DC works with 
communities and county 
governments within the sev-
en-county region of Coles, 
Clark, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Moultrie and Shelby.
Lockhart began with the 
CCRP&DC in 1999 and 2000 as 
an intern, and was hired as an 
assistant planner in September 
2000. While at the Commis-
sion, Lockhart has worked on 
a variety of projects including 
the management of the Coles 
County GIS and Mattoon GIS. 
Lockhart has also worked on 
several planning projects in-
cluding the Coles County 
Comprehensive Plan, Mattoon 
Comprehensive Plan, Marshall 
Comprehensive Plan, and Ar-
thur Comprehensive Plan. He 
is currently on the Arc Users 
Group of Greater Illinois Board 
of Directors and served as AUGI 
President in 2006.
The Charleston Rotary Club 
focuses on service to the com-
munity, youth, vocations and 
the world. 
The Charleston club meets at 
noon each Tuesday in the Ro-
tary Room of the Charleston 
Public Library. More infor-
mation is at charlestonrotary.
wordpress.com.
Regional planning office works with 7 counties
 CHARLESTON – “The Flu Then and 
Now: 1918 to 2018,” an exhibit commem-
orating the 100th anniversary of the 1918 
flu pandemic, will be on display at Booth 
Library from Sept. 13 through Dec. 31.
In 1918, an estimated 500 million 
people (one-third of the world’s pop-
ulation) were infected with the H1N1 
flu virus, and at least 50 million died. 
This exhibit and related programs take a 
closer look at this historic flu pandemic 
and how the flu affected life at EIU and 
in Charleston, both in 1918 and today.
This series provides historical infor-
mation on the 1918 influenza pandemic 
as well as providing a current public 
health perspective on influenza. Top-
ics of contagion, 
vaccination and 
infection will be 
covered from a 
historical, med-
ical and social 
p e r s p e c t i v e . 
Coverage of the 
flu epidemic in 
the press will be 
explored. Local public health experts 
will cover measures taken to control 
future epidemics.
Following is a complete schedule of 
programming related to the exhibit:
Opening program: Sept. 13, 
7 p.m., “1918 Influenza: Impact, Im-
plications and Uncertainty,” by Sheila 
Simons, professor of health promotion; 
library West Reading Room.
Oct. 1, 4 p.m., “Influenza and In-
fection Prevention – Can you say FLU, 
SARS, MERS CoV?” by Ramona Tom-
shack, RN, infection preventionist, 
Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center; li-
brary Witters Conference Room 4440.
Oct. 9 and Oct. 11, 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 1918 menu at The 
Café, led by Richard Wilkinson, profes-
sor; 1414 Klehm Hall; $6.
Oct. 16, 4 p.m., “The Importance 
of Vaccinating for the Flu … Vaccinate 
Your Crew,” by Michele Hartke, nurse 
practitioner, Health Education Re-
source Center; library Witters Confer-
ence Room 4440.
Oct. 23, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., flu shot 
clinic for EIU students, faculty and 
staff, Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union.
Oct. 30, 4 p.m., “Immunity and 
Contagion: Living in the Age of Bio-pol-
itics,” by C.C. Wharram, professor and 
director of Center for the Humanities; 
library Witters Conference Room 4440.
Nov. 7, 3 p.m., film screening and 
discussion: “1918” (Foote, 1985), dis-
cussion led by Lynne Curry, professor 
of history; library Witters Conference 
Room 4440.
Nov. 14, 3-4:15 p.m., poster pre-
sentations by History 4950 students 
of Professor Lynne Curry, library West 
Reading Room.
All programs are free unless other-
wise noted, and the public is invited. 
“The Flu Then and Now: 1918 to 2018” 
exhibit can be viewed anytime the li-
brary is open. For more information, 
visit http://booth.eiu.edu/flu.
Booth Library’s regular hours are 
8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday and noon to 1 a.m. 
Sunday. For more information on the 
library, visit the website, www.library.
eiu.edu; call 217-581-6072; or find the 
library on Facebook or Twitter.
Library exhibit focuses on 1918 flu pandemic and prevention today
Lockhart
 PARIS — Beginning Sept. 6, 
Bee Well of Edgar County started 
hosting free weekly Fun Runs 
for kids. Future third annual Fun 
Runs will be held on Sept. 13, 20, 
27; and Oct. 4 and 11. Runs will 
begin at 5:30 pm at West Lake 
Park in Paris (south side, by the 
horseshoe pits).
Kids of all ages are welcome 
to participate in the runs, which 
range from 30 yards to one mile.
“We are thrilled to continue 
these Fun Runs even though the 
grant that initially funded the 
program has not been available 
the last two years,” said Erin 
Frank, Bee Well member. “We 
are looking forward to seeing a 
lot of familiar faces along with 
some new ones.”
No enrollment is needed to par-
ticipate. To receive up-to-date de-
tails about the program, including 
additional information and can-
cellations, follow “Bee Well of 
Edgar County” on Facebook.
Bee Well of Edgar County is a 
community wellness coalition 
formed in response to health 
rankings published by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation (2014), 
stating that Edgar County ranked 
62 out of the 102 counties in Il-
linois for overall health. Since its 
inception in fall 2014, the group 
has worked to promote wellness 
throughout Edgar County.
For more information contact 
Mike Harrison at 217-466-4296 
or at MHarrison@MyHorizon-
Health.org
Free Bee Well Fun Runs begin
the third annual bee 
Well Fun runs began 
sept. 6 at West Lake 
park in paris. the runs 
are free and open 
to kids of all ages. 
Follow ‘bee Well of 
edgar County’ to get 
all the up-to-date 








Monday - Friday 9a-6p
Sat 9a-5p Sun 12a-4p
305 W. Lincoln Ave.
217.345.3479
MINNA BALLET FLAT IN BLUSH
CLAIRE SLIP ON MULE IN CHARCOAL
ADELINE MULE IN RED
AND BLACK LEATHER
Come stop by Mattoon Rehabilitation
and Health Care and take a tour of our
Lotus Unit. Lotus is our
post-hospitalization therapy stay that
combines spa treatments, wellness
programming and conventional
health care.
Like food?Mattoon will be purchasing a
pretzel or snow cone from Pretzel Palace
and SnoBiz for the first 50 people who
tour our community.
Like money? You will automatically be
entered for a chance to win a $50 gascard
and $50 Mark’s My Store gift card.
2121 S 9th Street | Mattoon, IL 61938
(217) 235-7138 | mattoonbytutera.com
AT MATTON
Arcola, IL
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JD BLINDS BRINGS THE
STORE TO THE CUSTOMER
JD Blinds brings the store to
the customer
Mattoon-Personalized shop-
at-home service providers are
a rare find in today’s landscape
of big box stores and online
retailers. While a trip to a home
improvement store or a click of
a mouse can provide hundreds
of options, one Mattoon small
business owner prefers to bring
the store to his customers.
Dale Eveland, owner of JD
Blinds, has been installing a
variety of window treatments for
30 years. He started in the
mid-1980s working with local
designers and decorators,
where he says he gained
a lot of knowledgeof the industry.
In 1995, Eveland decided
it was time to reach out to
customers directly by starting
JD Blinds.
“I actually bring the store to
the customer,” he said.
“It creates an atmosphere
where they can get their
questions answered quickly,” he
said. “it’s a more convenient way
for people to do business and
hopefully a more economical
way.”
The process starts when a
customer calls to schedule a
consultation. Eveland often
has to explain that he doesn’t
have a store for the customer
to visit, but rather he comes to
their home.
His pickup truck is his mobile
showroom, which he loads
with 20 to 25 hand samples for
each consultation. Upon arrival,
Eveland inspects the customers
windows and talks about the
type of window treatments they
are looking for in regard to
privacy, light control, and other
factors.
Popular types of window
treatments include interior
shutters, Roman shades, soft
shadings,woodsandfauxwoods,
cellular shades, roller shades,
vertical blinds and mini blinds,
Eveland said.
For those who aren’t as
familiar with the different styles,
Eveland educates them on the
Products while determining
how they are going to use the
blinds and what they want
to accomplish.
“If I can teach them those
things, and answer their
questions, it’s pretty easy for




provides the customer with
an estimate for the project.
He can typically schedule
installation within 2 1/2 to
3 weeks from the time a
customer places an order.
“I’ve always enjoyed working
with my hands. l believe it’s a
business tailor - made for me.”
JD Blinds offers a full line of
products from Lafayette Interior
Fashions, who is an industry
leader in custom window
coverings manufacturing. Their
company headquarters and
production facility is located in
West Lafayette Indiana. “They
are a family owned business
started in 1950. I’m so thankful
to have such a great group of
people to partner with. Lafayette
stands behind its products
as I stand behind my service.
We have continued to sell
and install their products for
30 years.”
Eveland said the best part
of his business is getting
acquainted with his customers
during consultations and
installations, and that he enjoys
pleasing people.
His goal is to provide his
customers what they need at a
price they can afford while being
able to provide for his family, he
said.
“It’s a pretty simple process
and works well for folks that
need help in these areas,”
Eveland said.
Contact JD Blinds at
(217) 276-3190 or
dleveland@consolidated.net
